
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Reflections 

 

You Don’t Have to Hide Your Scars 
By Jennifer Dukes Lee 

 
”I tell you: get up, take your mat, and go home.” 

Mark 2:11 

 

I have a scar on my left leg, an accidental 

souvenir from a head-on car collision in 2009.  

The insurance company offered to pay for 

plastic surgery, but I declined.  I wanted to keep 

my scar because I needed to remember what I’d 

been saved from.  When the doctors sewed up 

my leg, the stitched wound was in the shape of 

a Y.   To me, the single letter stood for Yahweh.  

I felt as if I’d been marked by God’s first initial. 

My scar reminds me to thank God for rescuing 

me.  I have other scars too…ones you can’t see, 

but if we sat down face-to-face, I’d tell you 

more.  My voice might tremble when I tell you 

the stories behind the scars.   

 

 

But our scars remind us that, though we were 

wounded, we’ve been healed.  I know it’s not 

healthy to live in the past, but that doesn’t 

mean we ought to completely forget what has 

happened to us.  Every once in a while, Jesus 

wants us to remember. 

We see this in the Gospel of Mark.  Do you 

remember what happened when some friends 

bring a buddy to the feet of Jesus?  After healing 

him, Jesus tells him to pick up his mat and go 

home.  Imagine the condition of that ratty, dirty 

mat.  Yet Jesus tells the man to take the mat 

with him, like a wretched souvenir.  That man’s 

mat is like a scar.  It’s a reminder of who he had 

been, what he was rescued from.  I think that 

Jesus is asking the same of us. 

Friend, keep your mat.  I get it:  Maybe you’d 

rather forget your past.  But your mats—your 

scars—they’re part of your story.  Someday, you 

will cross paths with someone who will have the 

same kind of wound you once had.  They’ll need 

to know your story.  Your voice might shake a 

little when you pull out your mat, or show them 

your scar, but don’t be afraid.  It doesn’t mean 

you failed.  It means you were healed. 

A Moment to Breathe… 

Think of the scars you carry—the ones both seen 

and unseen.  There’s a story with each one.  Ask 

God to reveal to you someone who needs to 

hear your story today. 
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Looking for Volunteers 

The color GREEN 

for our province is a 
welcome sight. As the 
Parish moves back into 
a more open way of 
worship there is a need 
to established new and 
old volunteers groups to ensure that the Parish 
functions smoothly. This weekend there will be 
three signup sheets in the Lobby of Holy Family. 
Two of these sheets request help in providing 
Livestreaming of one Mass a weekend and the 
slide deck during the Mass.  The volunteers would 
be called upon to help when the regular 
parishioners are not available and will be trained 
and supported in the use of the equipment.  If you 
have questions please talk to Barb Perry or Judy 
Kelly. 
The third sheet will be a sign-up sheet for those 
interested in the organization of a Church 
Choir.  If you have questions please talk to Father 
Monte, Barb Perry or Judy Kelly. 
  

Parish Call Out Program.  We are piloting our 
Parish Call Out Program.  We are doing this to 
reach out to as many parishioners as possible to 
keep them informed of activities in the Church, 
i.e. Feast of St. Kateri Tekakwitha, Cookie 
Sunday, Foodbank Collections and updates on 
our Syrian Families.  Building a relationship is 
about keeping in touch.  Please let us know if 
you or anyone you know would like to be part of 
our program by contacting the office at 444-
6021, or email:  office@stkateri.ca 
 
Readers Schedule.  Please note the schedule for 
Readers are now posted on the Parish 
Website.  Click ‘Ministries’ tab and then Lectors. 
 
Rosary at Holy Family: Rosary is held every 
Thursday morning at 10:30am at Holy Family 
Church.  For further information call Judy Kelly 
at 478-7274 or the church office at 444-6021.  
All are welcome! 
 
 

 

READERS at ST. ANN’S 
August 15th  Lawrence Cameron 

August 22nd  Elaine Geldart 

August 29th  Betty Culligan 

 

Mass Intentions at St. Ann’s   

August 15th  Joyce Buckley 

August 22nd  Angela L. Sabattis 

August 29th  Claudette Laurence Grexton 
         

READERS at HOLY FAMILY:  

August 14th  Mary Estabrooks 

August 15th  Jane Buckley 

August 21st  Paula Ryan 

August 22nd  Chris Robbins 

August 28th  Anna Mae Snider 

August 29th  Norma Downing 

 

Mass Intentions at Holy Family 
August 14th  Fr. Jack Dolan 

August 15th  Pat McCloskey 

August 21st  Helene Gorman 

August 22nd  Tyler Messer 

August 28th  Josephine Anne DeCourcey 

August 29th  Jean Murphy 

 

 

READINGS for August 15th     

1st Reading:     Revelation 1:19a; 121-a, 10ab 

2nd Reading:   1 Corinthians 15:20-26 

Gospel:             Luke 1:39-56 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  At your right hand stands 

the queen in gold of Ophir. 

Divine Mercy:  Divine Mercy is held every Friday 

at 3pm at St. Ann’s Church.  Please call Liz 

Solomon at 363-4493 for further information.   All 

are welcome! 

 

Eucharistic Ministers for Holy Family                     

Saturday, August 14:                                                      

Joan Sowers                                                               

Margie Snell 

Sunday, August 15: 
Elaine Shea 
Judy Kelly 
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Dear Parishioners of St Kateri Tekakwitha Parish,   

The Parishioners of St Ann’s and Holy Family are 

due a big pat on the back for how they became 

part of a team of volunteers who stepped forward 

to ensure that the Churches were maintained for 

services during Covid 19. It was so rewarding for 

us to experience how everyone spontaneously 

stepped up to help with the work that needed to 

be done to keep the sanctuary’s safe for services. 

What was amazing was that this was not for a 

couple of weeks but 14 months. Acknowledging 

everyone is not possible without leaving someone 

out. You all know who you are. Thank you so 

much, we know that we would not have been 

able to keep up with the work without your help.  

God Bless you all, Judy and Barb. 

 

Back to School Supplies  

It is that time of the year, 

school will be back in session 

within a month. Do you have 

that urge to pick up school 

supplies at this time of year even though you 

are not in school or have no one who needs 

them in your family? Well we would like to 

help you satisfy those urges by picking up 

supplies for those families who need a little 

help in providing what their children require. 

We have asked Jane Buckley at the 

Oromocto Food Bank what would be on their 

list of needs. The following items are what 

she provided:  inexpensive ear buds, flash 

drives, coloured pencils, dividers for binders, 

highlighters, calculators, and post-it-notes. 

If you wish to bring other school supplies, 

they will be used. Please bring supplies to the 

church the following weekends: Aug 14-15, 

21-22, and 28-29. Thank you so much for 

your support. 

 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW?    Our 

Parish has a FaceBook 

page!  Search for Saint Kateri 

Tekakwitha Parish and ask to 

join or like our page.   

   

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 2021/22                                

Registration Information will be announced 

very soon.  We are also in need of 

Catechists for many Grades.  If you are 

interested, please contact Sharon Watts at 

freb01@rogers.com for more information. 

  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  

  (Margie Snell, Catechist)        

 Most Rev. Christian Riesbeck announced 

a more comprehensive formation journey, 

which will help our candidates encounter 

and re-encounter Christ and prepare them 

for a deeper engagement in the mission. 

Our updated formation for Confirmation, 

will now begin no sooner than grade 8 and 

will continue into grade 9.  Further 

information will be made available in the 

very near future. 

 

 

 

St. Anthony’s monthly “Touched by 

Cancer” Mass for those whose lives have 

been affected in any way by cancer will take 

place Friday, August 20 at 7:00 pm.  All are 

welcome.    
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The Memory Project 
 
The parish of St. Kateri Tekakwitha is interested in 
compiling the histories of all the churches or worship 
sites (both past and present) that this new parish 
includes.  We would like to start with the five Mission 
Churches. Here is a brief background to start us off 
and help put things in perspective in helping to 
compile information on the history of these 
churches.  
 
Immaculate Conception Mission Church, Cork - 
The 1st church 1861 blown down by the Saxby Gale 
in 1869, the 2nd church stood alongside the 3rd 
church built in 1901-3.  In 1943 that church was hit 
by lightning and completely destroyed and the 4th 
church (present) was finished in the winter of 1947. 
 
St. Mark's Mission Church, Lake George - It was 
administered from Debec and Woodstock in the 
early years. Renovated in 1915. 
 
St. Mary's Mission Church at Mazerolle 
Settlement - The 1st church (wooden) was where 
the St. Mary’s graveyard is located on the Hanwell 
Rd. and the 2nd church (brick) now occupied by 
Outreach Productions.  Before that The Country 
Junction, at the intersection of the Hanwell and 
Mazerolle Settlement Roads. 
 
St. Patrick's Mission Church, Newmarket -The 1st 
church was blown down before its completion.  The 
2nd church has been remodeled over the years.   
 
St. Clement’s Church, McAdam - The original 
church destroyed by fire in 1904, present one 
erected in 1946.   
 
Once we get the Mission Churches well on the way, 
we will start work on St. Ann's Church, Kingsclear 
(by far the oldest worship site 1717), and Holy 
Family Church, Fredericton (the youngest worship 
site 1978). 
 
We would like to compile as complete as possible a 
history of all these churches so any information 
people would have or would like to share would be 
greatly appreciated - newspaper clippings, photos, 
names of families that attended these churches over 
the years, stories about the churches, bulletins, 
names of priests or any other religious orders who 
may have assisted with these mission churches, etc.  
Any original documents will be copied, with the 
owner’s permission, and the originals returned.  
 
 

 
 
Some of the history of the churches will eventually 
end up on our parish website for present and future 
generations to remember the old parishes before the 
revitalization into the new parishes. 
Being an archivist, a genealogist and an historian I 
feel this is vital to the history of not only our new 
parish of St. Kateri Tekakwitha but also the legacy of 
all these churches that were once their own 
individual parishes.   
 
I have started compiling some information, but I 
need the assistance of the parishioners of all the 
churches in the Parish of St. Kateri Tekakwitha to do 
a decent job. 
Materials can be brought to Holy Family at Mass 
times (Sat. 4:30pm or Sun. 11:00am), St. Ann’s 
Mass time (Sunday 9:30 am).  Items will be placed 
in container specifically for the Memory Project and 
receipt for materials will be provided.  Materials can 
also be picked up by someone from the church by 
either calling me (452-1066) or the church office 
(444-6021) to arrange for pickup. 
For more information please contact:  
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
Mary-Ellen Badeau 
Email - maryellenbadeau@ gmail.com 
Phone - 452-1066 

 

 

 

OPTIONS FOR OFFERTORY DONATIONS     

1. Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD).  There are PAD Forms  
in the mail box at the main entrance of Holy Family 
church as well as in the foyer of the church and in 
the entrance of St. Ann’s church.  Fill out and attach 
a voided cheque and drop off at the parish office.        

2. Mail your envelopes to the parish.  St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Parish, 1500 Hanwell Road, Fredericton 
NB  E3C 1N3. 

3. Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  Through online 
banking, you may send your weekly donations   
holyfam@rogers.com    

Thank you for your continued support of our parish.  
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Our Sacred Stories 

Mary: Mother and Mirror of Us All 

(Fr. John Jennings) 

 

 First a disclaimer – I have never been pregnant.  

Thus, to reflect on Mary and her pregnant visit to 

Elizabeth in Luke’s Gospel (1:39-56) is in many ways 

outside my area of knowledge and awareness.  However, 

over the years I have had the honour of baptizing 

hundreds of newly born children.  That privilege has 

afforded me the gift of observing parents at this blessed 

moment in their lives, and I am sure a blessing it has 

been.  It has been a time of great joy as well as 

anticipation and excitement.  Often too, the moment 

includes uncertainty, anxiety and even some fear.  But 

more than anything it is a time of expectancy and hope. 

 This is what Luke presents in the first two 

chapters of his Gospel.  This section is often referred to 

as the Infancy narrative.  It draws on the faith and 

memory of the earliest communities of Christians.  They 

were seeking to understand and express the person of 

Jesus as the Christ as well as his message and mission.  

Thus, Mary becomes a central figure in the story.  She is 

both a prophet and a disciple as the story unfolds. 

Like the prophets of the Old Testament, Mary comes to 

us as the voice of God embodied.  Her life and her 

experience in Luke represent God’s constant willingness 

to reach out to touch the beloved creation and humanity 

that is set before us in the first chapter of the Book of 

Genesis.  There, in poetic form we are told that “God 

created the heavens and the earth”.  Then after six days 

of work, “God saw everything that he had made, and 

indeed, it was very good.” (Gen.1:31) 

 The prophets of the Old Testament repeatedly 

expressed the continuance of God’s love for created 

humanity.  They served as the bearer of God’s loving 

word to Israel especially in times of challenge and 

difficulty.  Mary appears in this tradition.  Her words in 

response to the blessing spoken to her by Elizabeth are 

the words of a prophet accepting her call: “My soul 

proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in 

God my savior for he has looked upon his lowly servant.”  

Her proclamation repeatedly sings of God’s loving mercy 

for all. 

 In the New Testament, God is again comes to his 

beloved creation and humanity.  Mary’s role is prophesy 

by action.  She becomes the mother of Jesus and the 

vehicle of God’s incarnation among us, life-giving and  

 

 

 

 

 

loving.  She becomes the bearer of God to our world in a 

marvelous way.  With Mary and like Mary, we may not 

fully understand God’s ways, but we can certainly be 

amazed by God’s coming to us. 

 Jesus gathers many followers, disciples.  He 

forms them and commissions them to bear the same 

message as he proclaims and reveals in himself.  Mary 

pronounces this message with her proclamation in Luke.  

It is a message of love and support (“[lifting] up the 

lowly”), (“[filling] the hungry”); a message of mercy and 

compassion.  In so many ways, Mary is the first of the 

disciple of Jesus the Christ. 

Mary, is the mirror of us all, the bearer of the 

Christ into our world, the revelation of God among us.  In 

our very selves, we are like Mary, prophets and disciples.  

So often we struggle to comprehend this vision of 

ourselves and others.  Fr. Richard Rohr referring to the 

First Letter of John (1 Jn 3:2) reminds of who we all are: 

“Our inherent ‘likeness to God’ depends upon the 

objective connection given by God equally to all 

creatures, each of whom carries the divine DNA in a 

unique way.” (Richard Rohr. The Universal Christ, New 

York 2021 60-61.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


